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๏ Presentation
๏ Handout
๏ Module Guide Template in HTML
๏ QuickTime Tutorial

Students often choose online classes to overcome a geographic or
scheduling constraint. Yet, independence from a traditional classroom can
also bring feelings of isolation or disorientation. Starting with basic
concepts of information architecture, session participants will examine how
clear, concise module guides can serve as“basecamps”for students
working through an online course. They serve as center points to mitigate
student feelings of isolation and to indicate the way to exploring course
content.



Course navigation based on D2L 
course content page. Composed of 
text links with minimal explanation.
A sequence style of information 
architecture

Using the D2L course content page 
to access module guides.



Module guides offer expanded explanations with greater focus. The goal is to 
create a “topographic” view in order to exploit the Web's power of linkage and 
association to the fullest, while avoiding the confusion that web structures can 
generate for users.



An example of a module guide.

Benefits:
✓Students experience a greater sense of 

orientation. They know where they are 
and where they need to go.
✓Increased transparency of course 

activities and expectations by marrying 
sound instructional design with principles 
of information architecture.
✓More efficient use of student’s time online. 

Time is not wasted deciphering navigation 
conventions and searching for content.
✓More efficient use of instructor’s time 

online. Fewer questions about course 
mechanics.

Links are established using D2L’s 
QuickLink feature. (Tip: Create a 
test link document for determining 
the URL’s then transfer the link to 
your HTML editor of choice.)
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