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Mth 098 – Intermediate Algebra – Practice Exam 4 Solutions 
 
1. A cubic trinomial has three terms with a 

highest exponent of three.  An example 
would be: 852 3 +− xx  
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14. 259 2 −b  
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22. When the ball hits the ground, its height above the ground is zero, so we set ( ) 0=th  and 

solve for t. 
( ) ( ) ( )( )

13
0103

01350325015105 22

−==⇒
=+=−⇒

=+−−⇒=−−−⇒=++−=

tort
tort

ttttttth
 

Obviously, 1−=t  is not a possibility, so 3=t  is the only answer.  Therefore, we can say that 
the ball hit the ground 3 seconds after being thrown into the air. 
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