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STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SYLLABUS

Course Description: This is a course about the ways people in an Illinois deal with problems facing them. How have state and local political institutions been created and modified by the stresses of their environment? How have the individual citizens joined together to achieve success in response to such challenges? What limits are placed on such responses by history, physical factors, the legal environment, monetary bounds, and the action of the larger society within which the state and city operate? Above all, this course is designed to teach what a citizen may do to participate in the life of Illinois and their respective local units of government.


This course is intended to educate students about the relationship between theory and practice in order to become active, informed citizens, capable of critically engaging the issues of a complex and diverse society. 

A major factor in the course will be the final project. The final project will cause the student to apply the skills learned in the class to a problem from the “real world.” In order to complete the final project the student must understand the skills acquired in the class.

Texts: 


Kenney, David and Barbara L. Brown, Basic Illinois Government: A Systematic Explanation (3d Edition). Southern Illinois University Press: Carbondale and Edwardsville, Illinois (1993) [hereinafter “K and B”]


James T. McHugh, Ex Uno Plura: State Constitutions and Teir Political Cultures. State University of New York Press: Albany, New York (2003) [hereinafter "Mc"]


*Supplementary reading may be provided in class or placed on reserve at the library.

Course Requirements:


Each person is required to do his or her own work entirely. Cases of academic dishonesty, including use of another’s work as one’s own, may suffer penalties up to and including failure of the course.


Material assigned for a particular class period is to be completed before that class period. Material due on a particular date is to be turned in at or before the beginning of class that day.


Courtesy to others is a requirement in my classroom even if it is not in the society at large. Abuse in any form is a form of academic dishonesty, including verbal abuse.


The grades in this class will be calculated on the following basis:

First Exam




10%

Second Exam



10%

Third Exam 




10%

Fourth Exam



10%

Current Events Project


5%

Class Participation



10% 

Prospectus




  5%


Reference Consultation


  5%

Bibliography and Literature Review
 5%

Final Project Outline and

Preliminary Research Findings

 5%

In-Class Presentation
                       5%

Final Project


20%

The Current Events Project will take the following form:

1) You must find a total of eight articles in the written media (e.g. newspapers or magazines) about political processes in action. Xerox a copy of the article and place it in a folder along with a one-page summary. (Articles taken from news media databases need not be copied.) The summary should include information of where the article was published (MLA citation is acceptable), the summary itself and your reaction to the article. 

2) At the end of the semester write a 1-3 page report telling me what you learned from the assignment overall. What patterns can you see from the eight articles?

3) GRADING: WARNING! DO NOT CUT ARTICLES OUT OF SOURCES IN A LIBRARY!!! SUCH ACTION IS GROUNDS FOR FAILING THE COURSE!!!
The Current Events project is due March 8 !!!

The FINAL PROJECT will take the following form:

1) You will choose a problem in Illinois state or local government (subject to the approval of the instructor) and you will figure out the solution to that problem. Your final paper will delineate fully and clearly the factual background of the problem, a complete explanation of the methodology of analysis and a clear, complete, comprehensive and realistic solution explained so well that the merits of your solution can be evaluated. 

Your problem will begin with the formulation of a research question. Once you clearly articulate a research question, you will need to spend time consulting a literature review of all relevant sources (this may in turn require adjusting the question to better express the problem.) Your thesis will be the answer to your research question. Your paper will be in the form of a traditional research article, beginning with your question, a review of relevant literature, and an explanation and analysis of the problem and its solution. At five times during the term you will be required to demonstrate your progress in the form of important milestones in the development of the paper/project.

2) Milestone 1: Prospectus. Your prospectus should be a detailed        description of the problem you are addressing and a clearly articulated research question. The prospectus should explain how you intend to analyze your problem and what information you need to collect. The prospectus should be as detailed as possible. You cannot move forward with your project until the prospectus has been approved. It should be typed and double spaced, between two and four pages in length. 5% of grade.

3) Milestone 2: Reference Consultation. You must meet, by appointment, with a reference librarian to review your problem, research to date and your plan for future research and analysis. You should give the reference librarian a copy of your prospectus and a record of your research to date so that the librarian can provide the maximum guidance to you. Evidence of this conference will be memorialized by the librarian signing a copy of the prospectus, which will be submitted to the instructor. 5% of grade.

4) Milestone 3: Bibliography and literature review. The third milestone is the submission of a detailed bibliography and a completed literature review, as you intend (subject to unforeseen eventualities) to include it in your paper. Page length will vary with the literature, but I expect that it will be between 5-10 pages in length (longer may be acceptable.) 5% of grade.

5) Milestone 4:Detailed Outline and Preliminary Research Findings: The fourth milestone is the submission of a detailed paper outline and your preliminary research findings in answering your research question and finding the solution of your problem. 5% of grade.

6) Milestone 5: Thesis Presentation. Toward the end of the semester (dates and times to be assigned) you will make a brief (fifteen minutes or so) presentation of your problem and its solution to the class. Although this is a graded exercise the idea is to clarify the thinking and evidence for your proposal and solicit input from other class members. Remember this is not a speech class—I am interested in the content of your final and not how polished your delivery and how flashy your graphics are.

Schedule
Below is a tentative schedule for the course. It is subject to revision and addition as the semester progresses.

January 18


Orientation


-----

January 20
Library Orientation
-----

January 25, 27
Nominations, Elections  
K and B 17-54

February 1,3



and Voting


Mc 'California'            

PROSPECTUS DUE FEBRUARY 1
February 8,10
Legislature


K and B 55-79





Mc 'Alaska'





'Hawaii'

FIRST EXAM DUE FEBRUARY 8
February 15,17,

Executive


K and B 80-118


     22,24







Mc 'Utah'










'Louisiana'

REFERENCE CONFERENCE DUE FEBRUARY 15
March 1,3



Judiciary


K and B 119-140










Mc 'Georgia'

CURRENT EVENTS PROJECTS DUE MARCH 8
March 8,10,15,17

Local Government

K and B 141-172











Mc 'Wyoming'










'Vermont'

SECOND EXAM DUE MARCH 8

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND LITERATURE SURVEY DUE MARCH 15



MARCH 28—APRIL 3: SPRING BREAK
April  5,7,12,14


Constitutions

K and B 226-245










Mc 'Introduction'

DETAILED OUTLINE AND PRELIMINARY RESEARCH FINDINGS DUE APRIL 12
THIRD EXAM DUE APRIL 19
April 19,21, 26,28
Getting and Spending Money K and B 173-225

FOURTH EXAM DUE MAY 3
May 3, 5, 10,12


Presentation of Final Papers

MAY 17 FINAL PROJECT DUE!!!!!!!!!!!

1
5

