POS 150
U.S. National Government

Elgin Community College         Spring, 2005


C. Newman                               (847) 697-1000 extension 2158

                                                   cnewman@roosevelt.edu

Text: Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore J. Lowi and Margaret Weir. We The People: An Introduction to American Politics (Fourth Edition) [hereinafter " Ginsberg"]

READING ASSIGNMENTS AND LECTURE TOPICS

DATE                                    TOPIC                                        PAGES

January 18


Orientation

January 20

Library Orientation for POS-150

January 25, 27


Courts



 Ginsberg 592-634


February 1,3
  

Congress                                  Ginsberg 454-504

February 8,10


Presidency                               Ginsberg 506-544

February 15


FIRST EXAM

February 17, 22

Fourth Branch                          Ginsberg 546-590

February 24, March 1

First Amendment Rights          Ginsberg 118-138

3, 10
March 8


SECOND EXAM
March 15, 17, 22  

Defendants' Rights                   Ginsberg 139-150

March 22


CURRENT EVENTS DUE

March 24, April 5,7

Other Rights                             Ginsberg 138-139, 150-205

March 28—April 3—SPRING BREAK
April 12, 14, 19
             Political Parties                        Ginsberg 320-362

April 19

            THIRD EXAM DUE

April 21
                        Nominations             
  
  Ginsberg 364-413

April 26
                         Voting 


  Ginsberg 282-318          

April 28                      

Interest Groups                        Ginsberg 414-452

May 3,5

            Defense and Foreign Policy

May 3

           
 FOURTH EXAM DUE
May 10
 
                        Getting Money

May 12

                        Spending Money

May 12



Review 

May 17

           
FINAL DUE

The primary purpose of any writing assignment is to show that the writer can correctly and appropriately apply the vocabulary, facts, and concepts of the course material. “Apply” indicates that the writer must go beyond mere description and analyze the material. Analysis includes an explanation, illustration, and proper application of the concepts studied. I want you to show me that you understand what government is about. 


All work must be written in an organized and fluent manner and must use specific examples to support each conclusion. The answer to each question asked (there will be more than one question on each paper) should:

1. Begin with a thematic introductory paragraph.

2. Include 3-5 body paragraphs, which use specific examples to support your conclusions. Include examples from our class lectures, discussions, and assigned readings.

3. Conclude with a summary paragraph, which re-emphasizes your conclusion and how you reached it.

4. Demonstrate fluent expression and grammar. 

5. Be typed in 12-point type, double-spaced.

All work should thus follow the IRAC sequence: A statement of the Issue or question asked; the Resolution or answer to that question; Analysis explaining how you got to the answer; and a Conclusion, which briefly sketches out your facts and reasoning from question to answer. 

The paper due dates are listed above. Papers 3 and 4 may be rewritten once to earn maximum credit. However, this can only be done IF you follow the due dates. If you do not follow these due dates then you loose the privilege to do the rewrites. This means that if you turn in your paper late, then your first draft is the only draft that will be graded. Papers or rewrites received after MAY 11 will not be considered for a grade. When handing in rewritten papers, please include a copy of the original paper. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· Each student is required to do his/her own work entirely. Cases of academic dishonesty, including the use of another’s work as one’s own, may suffer penalties up to and including failure of the course. 

· Material assigned for a particular class period is to be completed before that class period. Material due on a particular date is to be turned in before or at the beginning of class that day.

· Courtesy to others is a requirement in this classroom. Abuse in any form, including verbal abuse, is a form of academic dishonesty. 

Grades in this course will be calculated on the following basis:

Exam 1
one-ninth

Current Events Project 
one-ninth

Exam 2
one-ninth

Class Participation

one-ninth

Exam 3
one-ninth

FINAL

            ONE-THIRD
Exam 4
one-ninth


CURRENT EVENTS PROJECT

THE CURRENT EVENTS PROJECT WILL TAKE THE FOLLOWING FORM:

1. Collect 8 articles from the written media ( e.g. newspapers, magazines, journals, etc.), which relate to American government published within the last  12 months. Articles may be taken from the Internet or other computer databases if they include citations showing that they were taken from newspapers, magazines, etc. (If you are unsure about the suitability of any article, please ask the instructor.) Articles must be at least 5-6 paragraphs in length. Make a copy of the article to include with your summary. You may collect articles that follow a specific topic or theme or any variety of articles.

2. Write a summary (at least one page – typed and double-spaced) of each article including a citation (MLA acceptable) showing the source of the article, a brief summary, and your reactions to the article. 

3. Write a 2-3 page summary (typed and double-spaced) of the entire project including your reactions to your total collection of 8 articles and what you have learned from doing this assignment. For example, what patterns can you see from the eight articles, how does the media treat the subject of American politics, etc.

4. GRADING: This assignment is equivalent to one exam. 

“WARNING, WARNING WILL ROBINSON!” DO NOT CUT ARTICLES OUT OF SOURCES IN THE LIBRARY! SUCH ACTION IS GROUNDS FOR FAILING THE COURSE. 
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