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INTEREST GROUPS

Interest Groups defined

Single Issue


Segment of Society

Lobbyists

primary tools


many times as many


limited coercive power



nuisance value



details, specific language, low profile bills: impact


Analogy: Newton’s Third Law of Motion


Criticisms:



some groups are feeble



overwhelming coalition



President more influential


Functions:


education



integration



disjunction

Interest Group Liberalism

Defined


Axioms:

1) interest groups homogenous, with one spokesperson

2) collectively, groups fill up society, representing all positions

3) government exists to provide access and ratification

