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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW III

DEFENDANTS’ RIGHTS I

“Vice of Vagueness”

Mitchell v Massachusetts (S. Ct. Mass. 1967)

 Reasonableness

Fenster v Leary ( CA NY 1967)

The Big Three

Mapp v Ohio (1961)--Fourth Amendment



“exclusionary rule”


Gideon v Wainwright (1963)--Sixth Amendment


Miranda v Arizona (1966)—Fifth Amendment

8th Amendment: “Cruel and Unusual Punishment”

Solem v Helm (1983)

1) Is it much greater than sentences for other crimes in the state?

2) Is it much greater than sentences for same crime in other states?

3) Does it “shock the conscience of the court”?


Robinson v California (1962)



Condition/ Action Dichotomy


Gregg v Georgia (1976)



Death Penalty

Art. I Section 9: Bill of Attainder Prohibition


Brown v US (1965)

2nd Amendment: Right to Bear Arms

US v Miller (1939)


Standards for a “well-regulated militia”:

1) List of enrolled members

2) Regular drill and practice

3) List of approved weaponry

4) Established by a governmental unit (state or city)

