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PROBLEM ONE

1. It has been suggested that the South won the War Between the States. With an eye to the goals of both Union and Confederacy in that conflict, trace the move and countermove of both sides during Reconstruction and afterwards which would indicate how the South could have been said to have successfully resisted the "verdict of Appomatox."

2. Explain the four principles of Social Darwinism as set forth in class. Explain also how the period from Grant through Harrison II shows the applications of each of these principles. You may illustrate using examples from business history, the closing of the frontier, the triumph of trade unionism over the labor reform movement and political corruption.

PROBLEM TWO

1. T. Roosevelt's New Nationalism declared that no one could own or use his property in a manner harmful to the public. Obviously this flies in the face of Social Darwinism. Trace the efforts to impose social responsibility on the businessman, from the days of the Grange and Farmer's Alliances through the mutually exclusive Progressive positions of regulation (as exemplified by TR) versus trust busting (as exemplified by Wilson.)

2. Explain the Free Silver versus Gold Bug controversy, from the replacement of Greenbacks by Silver through the first candidacy of William Jennings Bryan.

PROBLEM THREE

One of the thrusts of Problem I was the emphasis on the sovereignty of private property, i.e. I can do what I want with what I own--a view that was formalized in Social Darwinism. Problem II was concerned with society's response based on the principle that the general welfare is superior to any private interest. The 20's and 30's can be said to be a more rapid swing of the pendulum between individual liberty and governmental measures for the common good. With specific examples, prove or disprove this thesis.

