HIS 151: U. S. History to Reconstruction

Prof. C. Newman


SLAVERY AND THE SOUTH

PROPERTY; "CHATTELS PERSONAL"


Cf.: Background of The Euthyphro and Aristotle's "POWs"


Objectification

ECONOMIC SYSTEM

Cf. Indentured servants


Overseers--high turnover rate


Field Hands



Gang system



Task system


House servants, artisans

PLANTATIONS


Agribusiness: single cash crop


Tobacco, hemp, indigo, rice, cotton, sugar


75% of all slaves concentrated in plantations with > 10

Limitation of plantation size to (acreage harvested per hand) x (number of hands)

REBELLIONS

Underground Railroad


Individual attacks


Revolts



Ca. American Revolution



Gabriel Conspiracy: Henrico Co., VA (1800)



St. John the Baptist Parish, LA (1810)



Denmark Vesey: Charleston, SC (1822)



Nat Turner: Southampton Co, VA (August, 1831)

Responses



Slave patrols



Insurrection panics


Mutinies



Amistad


Creole (1841)


Seminoles and Seminole Wars


Punishment



Lash/Branding/ Mutilation



Confinement



"Sold South"


Christianity


Maintenance



Clothing



Rations: 1 peck of corn, 3 0r 4 pounds of meat per week



Rest (?)


Caste and Class



"Cavalier" culture




gender roles




Code Duello



Anti-intellectualism




Horses, cards, manners, guns




Debt as a way of life



Within Slave Society



Poor whites




Pellagra




Rickets




Hookworm


Self- Improvement of the Slaves



Prohibition on literacy (Denmark Vesey)



Statute requiring white supervision



Gardens



Artisans' wages



Emancipation: state exclusionary requirements for freedmen
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