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POLITICAL SCIENCE 150, SECTION 4(SPRING 2005; Jan. 18 to May 17)PRIVATE 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Tim Malone (Office: ICT 105 [Office hours TBA];    E-mail: tmalone@elgin.edu; Phone: (847) 214-7812)

CLASS HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30am to 10:45pm

ROOM:  SRC 370 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to introduce the student to the problems of government with particular reference to the experience and practices of the United States.  A study is made of the historical origins, the constitutional basis, the structure, powers and functions of the national government.

LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE COOURSE: 1) Students will develop a better understanding of the mechanics of and the reasons behind the political process of the United States government. 2) Students will discover what are the vital issues facing that governmental process today. 3) The student will begin to evaluate the effectiveness of the process in resolving these issues.

GENERAL EDUCATION OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE: 1) Enhance the Communication Skills of the student. 2) Enhance the Critical Thinking Skills of the student. 3) Enhance the Global Awareness of the student. 4) Enhance the Life Skills of the student

REQUIRED TEXT: Burns, et.al.; Government by the People; 20th ed.

(Please bring the textbook to every class session)

EVALUATION:  There will be 500 points apportioned as follows:


Midterm exam



100


Final exam



100


Current Events Folder

150

Quizzes




100


Attendance/


 Participation



 50








___


Total





500

(Note:  points may be subtracted or extra points may be added)

DATES:
Midterm Exam

Mar. 17



Final Exam      
May  17



Folder


Feb. 17







Apr.  7

 





May  10



Quizzes


TBA

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION/COOPERATION:  Students should come to class; they should participate in class; they should cooperate with the instructor and be polite.  A student will lower his or her grade by often arriving late for class or leaving early, engaging in noisy or disruptive behavior (including private conversations during lecture), reading during lecture (including the textbook for the course), sleeping during class, packing personal possessions before the end of class, or doing homework for other classes.  Students should also take serious lecture notes.

DISCLAIMER:  This syllabus is provisional.  In course changes may become necessary.  Students are advised that a certain flexibility is unavoidable.  Thank you for your understanding.

OUTLINE FOR AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLASS:

I.   Government.  (2 classes)


A.  Definitions of government


B.  History of government


C.  Conclusions about government

II.  Types of Government  (4 classes)


A.  Monarchy



1.  Absolute monarchy



2.  Limited or Constitutional monarchy


B.  Empires and imperialism


C.  Nationalism and government


D.  Republicanism and government


E.  Revolutionary government


F.  Democracy

III. Democracy and Elections  (4 classes)


A.  Democracy



1.  Definitions of democracy



2.  History of democracy



3.  Conditions for democracy


B.  Elections

                                                    (more>>>>)

IV.   Ideology and Politics  (4 classes)


A.  Ideology



1.  Definitions of ideology



2.  The ideological spectrum



3.  Liberals and Conservatives


B.  Politics



1.  Definitions of politics



2.  Political Parties

V.   The Constitution and Bill of Rights  (6 classes)


A.  “The Law” generally


B.  Constitutionalism


C.  History of the Constitution and Bill of Rights


D.  Structure of the Constitution

VI.  The Three Branches  (6 classes)


A.  The presidency


B.  The Supreme Court


C.  The Congress

VII. Special Topics in Government  (6 classes)


A.  Foreign Policy and War


B.  Taxes and the economy


C.  Human Rights


D.  The United Nations and International Law

